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FRANK'S  APOLOGY. 

{JViitten  by  a  FKfEND,] 

F'MNK  ,IVIerryvi  AN    hath  always 
been  iolicitous  to  live,  upon  friend- 
ly term^  wirK  all  his  arqa  lintunce^, 
notwitbdandino;  his   pecahnr  c  ift  for 
gleefoine  recrc*  ition  j  and  therefore  en- 
joins his  liditors  to  ^?ep  in  rtadu^fs 
fonne  tolerible  apology  on  his  behalf; 
nov  th:it  he  would  have  it  even  fuppo- 
fed,  that  he  ev-T  wilhv;  to  fappref-  his 
more  favourable  idei  of  chearful  c  ^in- 
pany.    Every         in  kis  own  hu  iiour, 
(faith  Fiank)  confrquently  he  is  free  to 
aflert  the  native  privilege  of  riding  hrs 
own  Hobby,  and  inofFeniively  keeping 
up  (bciality  and  ^ood  humour. 

Frank  is  one  who  adds  not  a  word 
too  much,  or  fays  lOo  H  tie  ;  wiio  can, 
in  a  carck  fs  manner,  give  a  g!  eat  deal 
of  pleafure  to  others,  and  dcfiires  ratiter 
to  divert  than  be  applauded;  who  Ihews 
good  underdanding  and  a  delicate  ru  n 
of  wit  in  every  thin^  that  comes  fr^.m 
him;  who  c  m  eiiterrain  his  company, 
though  he  only  teiis  a  tale  of  a  caiid 
and  its  hobby -horfe.   !n  a  word,  Frank 
has  always  been  the  very  life  and  foul 
of  all  our   fiicndly  meetings,    which  j 
^^rtt^' never  faded  to  conclude  as  chcar- 
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WlTS  JUBILEE/ &c. 


FRANK  diverting  himfelf  with  flioot^ 
ing  m  i\  oamourhfliire,  a  bufy 
Welih  jaitice  rud  ly  deuianded  him  to 
pioduce  his  qualification,  adding,  that 
he  would  take  care,  on  accot!n:i  of  his 
au  hoiity,  and  the  liule  manners  he 
had,  chat  no  u  qaai  fie  i  perlon  Ihould 
llvvoc  tbere  I  know  little  of  yomr  au- 
thority/* r  plied  Fra  k,  *^  but  as  to 
your  iiavui^  li  tie  manners^  that  is  plain 
enoiiLih  to  every  bodve'* 

A  poor  but  worlhy  clergyrnan,  who 
poiT  lied  only  a  imaii  leclarelhip,  from 
th'^  uicome  of  w?  ich  he  had  a  large  fa- 
mil  v  to  maintain,  had  been  under  the 
ne^^eiiicy,  thiough  fome  ^xpenfive  fami- 
A  ly 
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iy  fickncnes,  of  coniradlimg  debts  with 
fev  r  4  in  the  pariili,  and  l)eing  unable 
to  anlwer  their  demands^  abfconded  for 
lom.':  time  for  fear  of  b^:ing  troubled': 
and,  in  fliort,  was  fo  afhamed  of  fa- 
cing his  creditors,  that  he  even  prevail- 
ed with  a  friend  to  officiate  for  him  on 
Sundays.  Howev<ir,  confit^cring  thi^ 
method  of  Hte  cou'd  not  lad  long,  he 
took  courage,  and  rcfolvcd  to  preach 
the  following  Sunday  before  hispariih- 
loners  ;  when  he  took  his  text  from 
the  New  Teftament,  in  thefe  words 

Have  patience,  and  I  will  pay  you 
all Fie  divide^!  his  difcourfe  into  two 
pencral  heads  :  firft,  ha've  pc  tiehce;  fe- 
condly,  and  I  hjinll  pay  fou  all.  He  ex- 
patiated V  ry  largely  and  elegantly  oa 
that  n)oft  Chiiilian  virtue,  patience; 
after  w4>!ch,    *'  and  now/*  fays  he, 

having  done  with  my  firft  head,  v'z. 
*  h'iiyt  patience/  (  com^  to  ns^y  feco:  d 
ami  lalt  geiicral  head,  which  is,  *  and 
I  will  pay  you  all;* — but  that  I  mull: 
crcter  till  another  opportunity  Which 
exc^^^^^^  conciuiion  io  pleafed  his  credi- 
>*^s,  iiiat  they  gave  him  hi5  own  time 

to 
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to  pay  his  debts,  afrarlng  hiin,  that 
th^Y  would  never  trouble  him. 

Dr  i3ently  (hewing  a  lady  the  fine  li- 
brary in  Trinity  College,  and^  among: 
the  reft  of  the  books,  were  his  9wn 
writings  curiouffy  bovind,  aflced  the  la- 
dy, *\  How  fhe  liked  the  binding?*' 
The  lady  anfwered,  ^*  They  were  ex- 
tremely hanclfome,  bat  fhe  ckofe  rather 
to  have  his  vuorks  in /iBeHs^- 

Fran^  was  once  going  in  a  return 
poft-chaife  from  Bath  to  Briftol,  when 
the  poft-boy,  for  th?  fake  of  eacreafing 
his  perquifite,  took  up  another  pallen- 
ger  a  fhort  way  from  the  city,  who 
turned  out  to  be  a  mighty  difagrceable 
fellow-traveller  j  for  he  was  not  only 
extremely  corpuleik,  but  v/as  much  ad- 
di(fled  rcf  expel  wind  at  both  extremi- 
ties ;  add  to  this,  it  was  pretty  warm 
weather,  and  the  cfHuvia  of  the  hofe 
was  very  obnoxious*  Under  thefe  dif- 
agrceable circumltances,  Frank  began 
to  meditate  ho  vv  he  ihould  get  rid  of 
his  companion,  without  being  at  the 
expence  of  another  vehicle ;  and  his  i- 
magination  fupplied  him^  upon  his  fel- 
A  3  low 
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low-traveiler  aflclng  Lim,  If  he  fliould 
make  any  long  (lay  at  lirirtol  ?  whea 
1  rank  anlwert  d,  th  u  would  depend 
upon  the  cff  6ls  of  the  filt  waters. 
**  What,'*  rcfun  ed  his  companion,  arc 
you  •going  to  drink  it  — No,  Sir/* 
anlwered  Frank.  I  am  going  to  be 
dipped  — Pray  Sir,*^  r  j  oined  ihc 
querift,  with  Cmic  "cipitancy,  what 
may  be  your  diforder  ? — W  hy,  Sir,'* 
laid  Frank,  if  you  can  keep  a  lecrer^ 
1  will  tell  you — I  have  been  bit  by  a 
mad  dog.'* — Bit  by  a  mad  dog,  Sir/' 
faid  the  other,  wi  h  no  fmall  emotion  r 
1  hope  that  you  have  not  communica- 
ted your  diforder  to  any  one  in  the 
fame  manner." — Really,*^  anfwered 
Frank,  to  be  ingenious  with  you,  it 
was  but  yeflerday  that  1  bit  my  own  fi- 
ller ;  aud  if  my  wife  had  not  clcaped 
out  of  the  window,  flie  vyould  have  (ba- 
red the  fame  fate/' — The  de\il  fhe 
would  !"  refumed  the  traveller  :  I  am 
in  a  very  comfortable  ficuation,  then/* 
Frank  now  difplayed  fome  diftonions 
of  (eatures  and  gciliculations,  that  con- 
vinced his  fel-ow- traveller  tlie  cridcal 
fit  was  coming  on  ;  fo  that,  had  Frank 
not  began  to  bark  aud  howl  like  a  dog^ 

he 
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Ke  woiilvT  not  have  ftaicl  longer  With 
him  ;  as  it  was,  he  thought  it  highly 
prudent  to  opea  the  chaife-door,  and, 
at  the  rifk  oi  his  neck,  jumpt  out  aiid 
left  his  mad  companion. 

When  a  Rev,  docTior  was  preaching 
in  Tottenham-court- road,  an  enthujQa- 
ftic  dcfi^riptive  ferofonv  comparing  the 
ftate  ©f  man  to  a  ili^p  at  lea,  <  a  prefs-- 
gang  came  into  the  chapel,  and  attend- 
ed to  the  difcourfe  with  much  gravity. 

Now/'  fays" the  Dvidor,  after  yonr 
calm  and  fine  weather  is  over,  comes  a 
fiidden  Oorm,  you  are  dnven  on  a  lee- 
ffiore,  the  billows  daih  againd^the  rocks, 
and  all  is  horror  and  death  around  ; 
your  fails  aie  ^lown  from  your  yards, 
your  mafls  go  by  the  board,  you  let  go 
your  anchors,  your  very  anchor  of  hope, 
your  cabled  part;  alas  !  alas  !  what  will 
ye  do         Do      fays  one  of  the  tars, 

d — a  my  eyes,  take  tathe  long  boat/' 

A  fea  .captain  hemg  jufl:  come  afliore, 
was  invited  by  feme  gentlemen  to  a 
hunting  match.  After  his  fport  was  o- 
ver,  he  gave  his  friends  this  particular 
account  of  what  paftime  he  had  :  Our 

horfes 
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horfes  being  coinplctely  rigged,  wc 
manned  them,  and  the  wind  being 
S  W.  tweney  of  us  being  in  company, 
away  vie  fet  oyer  the  Downs.  In  the 
rime  of  half  a  watch  we  fj)ied  a  hare 
under  a  full  gale;  wc  tacked,  and  flood 
after  her :  coming  up  clofe,  il^e  tacked^ 
and  we  tacked,  upon  which  tack  I  had 
like  to  have  run  aground  but  getting 
C/ofe,  clT  I  flood  after  her  again ;  buc 
as  the  devil  would  have  it,  juft  about  to; 
lay  her  aboard,  bearing  too  much  wind^ 
1  and  my  horfe  overlet,  and  came  keel 
upwards.'^ 

Frank  travelling  eo  the  north  once^| 
put  up  at  a  bye  inn  on  the  road,  where  ^* 
he  was  rather  diftrefled  for  acGonamo- 
dations.  What,''  fays  he,  have  ^ 
you  no  cold  meat  in  the  houfe^  land-  ♦ 
lord?''  No,  Sir,''  fays  the  hoft,  we  o 
have  not  drefTed  any  for  fome  days,  asj 
my  poor  wife  lies  dead  up  ftairs/   3 

Zoundsf  fays  Frank,  never  com*  i 
plain  again  of  your  larder,  for  there  is  | 
no  cold  meat  equal  to  a  dead  wife.*'  \ 

Frank  feeing  a  young  lady  of  his  ac-^ 
qiidintance,  \n  company  with  cue  Mr 

Child; 
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^^uh'ld,  wrnt  to  the  young  lacJy's  fatKef, 
and  told  him  with  a  figh,      That  hfe 
was  forry  to  be  the  meffen^er  of  ill 
'news;^'   but,  faid  he^      with  grief  [ 
ll  exprefs  it^  your  daughter  is  %vith  cbiM. 
What  I  fay  is  not  merely  conje<tlare, 
but  abfolute  fa(^,  and  I  am  ready  to 
take  my  olth  that  yoiir  daughter  is 
^ *  ^Hth  chihr    The  old  gentleir  an  w^ls 
extremely  ftiocked  to  he^ir  of  fiich  a 
ch^U'^e  againtl:  his  oiiiy  daughter,  whom 
'-^he  tenderly  loved,  arid  of  whdfe  chafti^ 
tv  he  ha  i  aiways  entertained  the  high- 
ell  opinion.    In  fliort,  the  old  gentle- 
man was  almofl:  cr  izy,  and  Frank  had 
too  much  humanity  to  let  him  remain 
a  y  longer  in  that  fiiiiarion/but  banifh- 
ed  a!l  his  fbrrows   in   the  following 
words  :       1  faw  yonr   daughter  thisi*^ 
morning,  flie  was  wi/i?  child^  and  by 
me.— -That  is,   flie  wn.H    wixh  Mt 
Child,  the  Attorney,  ^iid  by  mey  hc^ 
canie  I  was  near  her/* 

An  Iriili  gentleman,  in  Gotnpany 
^ith  f  a^e  friends  at  a  tavern,  hearing 
-ibme  perfons  w  dking  up  itairs,  offered 
to  lay  a  wa^er^^  that      taew  who  was 

coming 


cominp^.    The  wa/ier  was  accepted  an 
won,  for  the  ^^enilt  man  w!iom  l^e  ha-  f 
nanried  appeared.       1  ^-^'^s  fure  I  (lioul*  * 

win,  faid  tlie  hont-lt  Hibernian,  for 

knevo  the  voice  of  his  f^jOt.'^ 

TliC  late  king  of  Pi  u/Tia,  wlio  lovcv 
to  converfe  his  iwX  'y  Cts^  being  oi 

a  journey  to  Brtfl^w,  prtP^.ng  bv  a  tar 
mer's  hoiife  near  ^chweiclni  z.  ordervcc 
that  he  had  abundance  of  fiiie  caiile 
and  a  remarkaWe  large  dun|7lnll.  Th< 
iBonaich  afked  Idrn,  how  he  contrive( 
.to  n)ana^e  lb  much  better  than  hi: 
neighbours?        i\jy  father/'  faid  t\.t 

farmer,  was  killed  by  )  our  majc:ay*s 
*^  Hcie^  and  I  have  the  i:  dulgence  ol 
*V  being  ex^nnpced  from  trxes  which 

will  always  encreafe  a  farmer^s  ftock 

and  profpericy/'  i  am  glad  you 
*•  have  experienced  this/'  faid  the 
king  ;  *^  but  I  am  afraid  we  nAiH:  he 

content  to  fee  fmaller  dunghils  it  the 

war  contiDues  ;  for  my  people  muf 

be  dej ended  as  well  as  fcd'^ 

A  gentleman  cbferving  on  the  fm art- 
nefs  of  C.  F- — \  wdiiie  he  was  yet  a  lad, 
another  who  was  flanding  by  obferved, 

thac 
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that  when  clnUlrea  dlfcovered  fo  imich 
genius  in  their  early  years,  they  gene- 
rally grew  very  ilnpid  when  they  come 
to  a\acurity.  If  that  is  cile/' 
faid  C.  F.  tl^en  you  muft  have  been 
**  very  remarkable  for  your  genius 
w^hen  you  were  a  child/V 

One  who  had  been  obliged  to  take  up 
his  lodgings  in  St  George's  Field  being 
brought  up  by  habeas  corpus  to  give  e- 
vidence  on  a  trial  at  Wellminfter  Hall, 
Counfellor  Danaing  aflced  him  v>^hh  k 
faeer.  Whether  he  was  not  a  King's 
Bench  Collegian?  Yes,  Sir/'  replied 
the  other/*  and  I  really  thought  by  re- 
fid  ing  there  I  lliouki  have  avoided  the 
impertinences  of  Dunning'^ 

A  certain  American  officer  boafling 
brfore  one  of  the  generals,  that  he  was 
wounded  in  the  lace  in  a  late  action 
with  the  royaliOs,  his  general  knowing 
him  to  be  a  cow^ard,  at  fir  ft!  took  no  no- 
tice of  what  he  advanced  ;  but  on  his 
repea  ing  th  boaft,  only  advifed  iiim, 
the  next  time  he  run  away,  not  to  look 
bw.iinJ  him. 
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A  certain  mvxlern  p^iiofopher  having 
been  at  great  pains  to  dtftae  the  mean- 
ing c?f  the  term  beautiful,  at  length  gave 
it  as  his  opini  )n,  th.u  ev^ry  thing  was 
beautiful  which  anfwcred  the  end.  Some 
time  after,  the  plnlof  ipher  having  ta- 
ken a  dofe  of  very  bitter  phyfic,  Franks 
v;ho  had  heard  his  d'::finition,  afk  d 
him,  whether  the  medicine  had  operated 
as  it  was  cl<figned  ?  "  Yes/*  replied  the 
philofoplKr.  ^  '  U  was  beaut  if  ui  f>^'yfuy^ 
cried  Frank.  By  no  means/*  return- 
ed the  moralin:,  it  had  an  ill  look, 
fmell  ai)ii  talle,  and  made  me  for  the 
prelent  very  fick/*  A  few  ciays  after- 
v/ards-j  this  phiioiopher  having  offended- 
a  i^ftoiit  :^an,  who  gave  hi  n  the  diicip- 
line  of  the  horfewhip.  Frank, ^who  was 
prefent,  iateipofed  to  fave  him,  but 
could  not  help  obfervin:^.  that  it  was  a 
teautifiil  11  hip.  *Vl  could  not  fee  the 
beauty  of  it/*  faid  the  philofopher. — 

Oh/*  replied  Jrank,^'^  it  muft  be 
beautiful,  according  to  your  own  de- 
Icripiion,  for  it  certainly  anfivered  thf 
end  jor  ivhich  it  m  as  intended^ 

Two  Scotchmen  meeting  on  th^ 
northern  road,  he  who  was  travelling 

*  fouchward 
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foiTtlrwarrd,  requefted  the  other  to  glr€ 
him  fome  aecount  of  the  ca,pital,  add- 
ing, *Mt  is  very  ftrange,  that  we  can 
get  but  a  very  imperfedl  defcription  of 
:fo  great  a  city  in  our  parts,  from  vj^hence 
fo  many  go  thkherr'''  Not  at  all/^  re- 
plied the  northern  traveller,  is  be-- 
cau-fe  fo  feiv  ever  think  proper  to  come 
hack  againr 

A  certain  eminent  tradefman  in  the 
city,  not  more  remaikable  for  a  near 
defcription  than  for  a  competent  ftock 
of  ajLTurance,  which  he  generally  dif- 
^^played  a  gr^at  portion  amon5^,  his  female 
acquaiarance,  being  afked  for  charity 
by  one  who  feemed  a  real  objedl,  repli- 
ed, according  to  his  ufuai  phrafe,  i 
have  ro  copper,  fiiend That  is 
often  ilie  gentleman's  cafe/*  faid  a  la- 
dy in  company  ,/  but,  ho^v^^^ever,  to 
Hiake  amends,  he  always  carries  Mrap 
enough  about  him,'' 

A  macaroni  gentleman  in  the  mi]ita-» 
/ry  line,  havirig  given  aioldier  a  threih- 
^ing  with  his  cane  for  lookJng  faucily 
.and  fcornfully;*'  as  he  expiellcd  it,  one 
4^of  iiis  brother  oiEccrs  laying  Ihmething 
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in  the  man^s  behalf,  the  orher  fald,  he 
believed  the  fellow  miglit  be  a  ^^ood 
man,  but  lie  could  not  always  command 
his  temper.  The  vereran  cfHcer  obfer- 
ved,  that  he  had  been  always  ft^en  to 
command  i:  in  company  of  his  equals. 
The  macaro'ii  t!  en  faid,  that  was  be- 
caufe  t!.ey  never  provoker!  him,  nor 
looked  Icorn fully  at  him.  "  I  am  of  a 
duTerent  opii  ion/'  anfwercd  his  bro- 
ther offic'^r,  furveying  him  wirh  a  look 
of  kipreme  conten^pt ;  I  have  now 
c  Uitr.id  clcvi  you,  and  am  at  this  time 
provckiug  yoj  much  more  than  the 
poor  fellow  <;iJ^  aad  yet  you  bear  it 
wiih  ail  the  caimu'^fs  of  p!iilolbp!w/' 
Tiic  ot'ier  In  akeJ  off,  and  chvis  pioved, 
that  his  c  nrrige  wa^  juit  equal  to  his 
Lumanity  " 

A  phyficiaa,  boating  liis  g*  eat  know* 
ledge  in,  his  profeilioa.  laid  he  neve^  . 
heard  any  coiiiphunc  from  his  patients** 
Trank  Vierrymaa  b.eing  in  r>ompany, 
wittily  replied,  *^  very  iikely%  do(5lor, 
for  I  he  faults  of  phyficians  are  generally 
buried  wicn  their  patients. 

Frankj  a  man  aci mired  for  his  wit, 
but  whoic  fciulc  v;as,  that  he  would 

Ibmetimcs 


(  li  ) 

foip.etimes  rather  lofe  his  friend  than 
hi^  jeft,  having  made  forne  vcrfes  upon 
a'lcolding  wife,  a  gentleman,  his  pa- 
tron and  benefa(flor,  hearing  them  re- 
peated, defircd  Mr  Merryman  to  oblige 
hii\i  with,  a  copy  of  chtm  ;  to  which 
Frank  very  prudently  replied*.  it  is 
needlefs  to  give  you  a  copy,  dcclor,  for 
you  have  the  original/^ 

Merryman,  going  lo  take  water  at 
Whiteiiail  Stairs,  cried  cut,  as  he  came 
near  the  i>!ace,  W iio  can  1  wioi  I 
in-iller/^  lai-.l  forty  bawling  mouths  ; 
when  Frank  obferviiiij;  one  flinkiuvi  a« 

o 

way,  called  after  luin  ;  but  the  fallow 
turning  aboiitj  faid,  Su\  I  caDoot 
iwim  Then  you  are  my  man/'  faid 
IVIerryman.  for  you  will  ac  leail  take 
care  of  me  for  ];our  own  fa;<:e/^ 

A  gentlernan,  the  fu  fl  time  he  went 
to  Bach,  was  very  extravagantly  char- 
ged for  every  thing  by  the  peifon^s  in 
whole  hoofe  he  lo'igeiJ^  as  well  as  by 
thers  whom  he  had  occ  llun  to  deal 
with  ;  ot  which,  loon  after,  com plaiiT-- 
ing  to  Mr  Merryman,  Sir/'  leplied 
.  the  latter^     they  have  acfled  towards 

you 
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you  on  trill V  ChriOiaa  pi:nc*ples.  ^ 

How  fo      ixys  the  man.  vVh 
returned  Frar  k,  *^  Yon  was  a  flranjcr, 
and  chev  took  you  in/' 

Mr  Merryman,  herng  in  company, 
amonf];  whom  tlieie  was  a  gentleaian 
who  was  rcu.arkable  for  a  kind  of  rude 
Hiiyrical  wit,  and  who  haviji^  levelled 
his  jeers  at  ahnoQ  all  preff^nt,  chiefly  by 
rniuiicklnpf  their  voice,  ^i;eftureF  or  ta- 
king them  o^f,  as  it  in  commonly  called  ; 
Frank  ex  peeling  ic  would  prefcntly 
co'ne  to  Ins  tu^n,  ^oi  up  and  was  go- 
ing away.  \Vi)cn  being  alked -the  rea- 
fop.  of  h\s  le.tvlng  the  compmy  fo  foon^^ 
he  replied,  In  orJer  fo  /a^e  the  gentle- 
mint  he  trouble  of  taking  me  ojf^  I  think 
it  befi  to  take  yr'Jielj        aijd  lo  :'epcirted. 

A  great  crowd  being  gathered  about 
a  poor  cobler,  who  ha  i  jalt  died  in  rhc 
ftreet,  a  mnn  afked  tlie  watchFnan  what 
:was  to  be  O  n.?  C.^ly  a  coblers  end^  re- 
■phed  he* 

*  As  a  hty^r  was  leadinij  a  calf  witrh 
^^otb  hands,  a  ncbieman  happened  to 
cpafe  b^  upja  the  hi^hw^y  :i  4ae  boy,  it 
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feems,  minded  the  calf  more  than  the 
lord,  and  ^^^ent  drudging  on,  without 
moving  his  hat.  M^hy  Jirrah,  fays  the 
nobleman,  h(i%;e  you  no  more  manners 
than  to  Jland  jiuring  me  in  the  iace  ^ith 
your  hat  on?  Alas!  fays  the  boy,  Vll 
pull  off  my  hat  %vtth  all  my  hearty  if  your 
lord/hip  nvill  but  ^hght^  and  hold  my  calf 
in  the  mean  time. 

A  merry  cobler^  as  he  fat  fiitching  in. 
his  flaHv  was  finging  a  piece  oi  his  own 
compofiiion,  wherein  he  very  often  re- 
peated thefe  words,  viz.  the  Kingjmd  to- 
the  ^ecHymd  the  ^een  jaid  to  the  King^ 
—  What  was  it  the  King  feid  to  the 
Queen  ?  fiid  one  who  heard  him  Crif-* 
pin  f  latches  up  his  flrap,  and  lays  it 
with  all  his  might  acrofs  the  Ihoulders 
of  the  impertinent  querifl :  Ho'w  nonx^^^ 
JaUi.ebox  I  fays  he,  if  s  a  fine  age  ^e  live: 
in^  whtm  juch  coxcombs  us  you  niujl  be 
prying  into  matters  of  jlate,!  Pd  have  you 
to  knoiMy  ftrrah^  F  am  too  hinl  a  fiibje^l 
to  betray  the  King's  Jecrets    and  pray  get 
you  goney  an  i  don  t  intdr nipt  lae  in  my 
latvful  occupation,   hji  •  nx^llh-  my  awl  i 
put.  cm  end.  to  jour  jdh^. 
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At  Derby  affiz/'s  In  1788,  a  woman 
was  Cfinvi<5led  of  dealing  to  the  value 
of  tenpcn(  c  ;  the  cleik  ot  the  afTize  cal- 
ler! out,      Mary  Jones  !  you  are  found' 
guilty  of  lleaUng  value  trnpeace.*' — - 

Very  well/'  anfwered  tliC  prifbner^ 
(putting  her  hand  in  her  pocket,)  Here, 
take  a  ]l:)il!lng,  give  me  tenpence." 

At  an  entertainment  given  by  the 
heads  ot  a  parifh,  where  Mr  Merryman 
was  inv'ced,  the  company,  when  the 
glafb  had  gone  round  a  little,  began  to 
fing  and  be  merry  :  when  the  clerk  of 
the  parifli,  who  Tung  very  agreeably^ 
was  fo  confcious  of  his  merit,  that  he 
began  to  ^^row  very  ti  oublefbine,  and 
would  not  fuffer  any  gentleman  to  Cng^ 
except  fach  fongs  as  he  thought  proper 
to  c  :li  for.  Heyday,  Mrj^inen,"  fays^ 
Meiryman,  "this  is  making  too  free, 
methinks  ;  for  though  you  make  the 
company  fuig  whajc  you  pleafe  on  Sun- 
days, I  can  lee  no  reafon  you  (liould  o-- 
blige  them  lo  do  fo  every  cUy  in  the:: 
weeK:» 

An  Oxford  Icnolar  being  infbrmed- 
that  a  carrier^  who  Aapped  at  the  door,, 

was 
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wa*5  an  arch  fellow,  d  u- attacked  him  : 
Why,  they  tell  me,  my  friend,  that 
you  are  a  very  wife  m:m  **  May  be 
fb,  fays  the  fellow And  that  you 
know  all  London/'  continued  the  fcho- 
lar,  and  every  body  in  it ;  Pray,  cari 
you  tell  where  I  live  V  In  Knave's 
Acre/*  fays  the  carrier  ;  Ay,  but  I'm 
about  to  move/'  fays  the  OKonian 

And  that  will  be  to  Tyburn/'  quoth 
the  other. 

In  one  of  the  fl  oods  in  1785,  a  farm- 
er's wife  was  taken  in  labour,  and  no 
perfon  proper  to  affift  her  living  nearer 
than  feven  miles,  the  good  fAufband 
rode  with  the  ucmoft  fpeed  to  Dr  iihu- 
barb,  whom  he  beg>^ed  infbmtly  to  go 
to  his  wife.  The  doflor  being  a  kno  v- 
ing  one,  declared,  though  his  ufual  fee 
was  two  guineas  at  (uch  a  diftance, 
when  no  danger  appeared  ;  yet  now, 
(faid  he  )  as  I  muft  go  at  the  imminent 
hazird  of  my  lite,  1  lhall  not  budge 
one  foot,  unlefs  you  agree  to  give  me 
ten  guineas.  The  farmer  in  vain  jc- 
monltrated  on  his^  inability  to  perform 
fuch  a  demand  :  Rhubarb  w  as  inflexi- 
ble,—-The  boncll  countrymai/s  )ove  co 

■  hh 
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his  Joan  rofe  above  every  obj'^dlion,  and 
he  at  Jail  engaged  to  raife  the  money. 
They  got  to  the  farm-houle  through 
much  (hffjculty,  and  in  nn  hour  or  two 
the  dodor  prefented  the  mal\er  of  the 
houfe  with  a  fine  boy,  and  demanded 
his  exorbitant  fee  ;  wKich  the  farmer 
immediately  gave  him,  and  they  drank 
each  a  glafs  of  ale  to  the  bov*s  future 
welfare.-"By  this  lime  the  flood  was 
greatly    increafed,     and    real  danger 
threatened  the  dod\or  in  his  return  ; 
on  which  (not  being  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  wayj  he  intreated  the  farmer 
to  lole  no  tin^e  in  conducfiing  him  back* 
My  friend   ^you  would  not  conie  to 
help  my  wife  who  was  in  real  diftrefs, 
unl^fs  I  promi fed  to  give  ten  guineas^.^ 
wh^^n  only  an  imaginary  danger  was> 
before  you    but  there  is  now  a  real  ha- 
zard in  my  venturing  to  {Kew  ycu  the 
way  back  ;  therefore,  unlefs  you  wilK 
give  me  nine  guineas  for  my  trouble  iru 
con(!u(f^ing  you  home,  you  may  abide: 
where  you  are  until  the  next  dry  Tea*- 
fbii.^ — ^All  replies  were  in  vain  ;  no  art 
could  make  any  impre^on;  on  the  coun- 
fcryman  •  Rhubarb  was  obliged  to  re- 
tmix  nine  guineas  ;  the.  farmer  landed 

hixxi.: 
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liim  fafe  among  his  gallipots,  and  the 
hooeft  man  got  well  home  again,  tri- 
ui^iphing  c^er  inhumanity  and  avarice. 

A  chimnei'  fweeper's  boy  had  jiift 
i'wcpt  the  chiiprev  of  a  barber's  Ihop 
in  London^  anci  Wiiik  the  boy  was  ty- 
ing Bp  his  foot,  fome  of  t!ie  journey- 
men, who  were  at  work  in  the  (hop,  be- 
ing inclined  to  uf^  their  wit  on  the  poor 
la  d,  among  or  her  queflions  alked  him, 
"vihat  trade  his  father  was  f  lo  which 
the  boy  very  archly  repiiedj  ^*  What 
trade  ?  '^Vhy,  my  father  was  a  barber, 
and  I  might  have  been  a  barber  tooj 
but  to  t  II  you  the  truth,  I  did  not  like 
{iich  a  blackguard  bmiineis/' 

A  perfon  aildng'a  foundling,  who  had 
'been  bred  up  by  chanty,  but  had  rofe 
in  life,  who  his  parents  were  F----*^  .Do 
y  u  rem  mber,  bn  (aid  he  to  the  que- 
nil,  when  you  were  born  or  begot- 
ten ?  It  you  do,  I  eonfefs  you  have  an 
aftoniflimg  memory/' 

A  humorous  fellow,  a  carpenter/ be- 
ing icibpoeiied  as  a  witnefk  on  a  tr)al 
for  an  aifauk ;  one  of  the  counf  1^  who 
was  very  much  given  to  browbeat  the 

evidence, 


evu^ence,  afkeJ  what  diflance  he  was 
fioai  the  parnes  wlien  he  ikw  the  de- 
fendant  Urike  t'  e  plaint  ff?  T  he  car 
penter  a^ifwcred,  Jnft  four  feet  fiee 
inches  and  a  i.alt  Fr'ythee  fellow^ 
l:iys  the  (ounlel,  **  how  is  it  prffi'Je 
you  can  be*  fo  v  ry  ex^(5l  as  to  the  dif- 
tance  I  thouj^bt,  jcf haps  'ifpl*ed  Ke) 
that  Jhme  jool  or  oti  Cf  mi^ht  ufk  itiC  jo  I 
meajured  it. 

I 

An  arch  foot  boy  who  was  bringing 
to  the  table  a  ca:t\H  head  bttwe  n  the 
kitchen  and  the  dinm  -room,  prckt  out 
oi*e  ot  its  eves  and  eat  it;  the  gent  e- 
man  whu  had  got  the  eye  that  uas  left, 
miffing  the  o  her.  afked  th^*  b(  y  after 
it,  who  confelTed  his  having  tak  n  it  j 
.  but  how  do  you  do  it,  fays  the  gentJe-*^ 
nian  ?  jujl  Jo,  (aid  the  boy,  arui  Inatch 
ing  up  the  other  from  the  geacLnian^S 
plate,  1  wallowed  it. 

Frank  Merryman,  feeing  one  comlrig 
iowurdb  him  where  he  ft  o  i,  alkeci  who 
it  was,  and  being  told  that  it  was  Lord 
g,  laid    *  I  thought  it  w^as  a  lord, 
he  bohi Jo  Lttlc  like  a gentieman!^ 
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The  late  Emperor  of  Germany  beinqj 
to^d  by  a  foreigner,  that  it  app  aicd 
llr  ^n.  ^  in  him  to  make  inch    p  epcira- 
ti  aU  rhe   powers  of  huooe 

"Wii  e  at  i  iih  Kmi       My  'riend^'^ 

iaiu  he,  i^w-  ?b  tlie  -way  to  makt;  them 
conuniic  f.>/^ 

The  fame  prince  bern^^  -0<-'^'h  what 
■  le  wileit  method    ^  an 

^::*ivv^e-red  i'^  ^  '-i:  lii- 

■e^,  wii4i  w-s  iy-  -i-  f:'  be  doiK  ? 

•  he  ;n(wereiK  ipeeuih  rige  theai  • 
for/'  fid  he,  ^  if  you  caimoc  brinj^ 
yoQife^f  jjene'oullv  to  jorgiTe  a  man, 
you  mulh  exp  (9:  ocmoti:  eif  jns  of  ma- 
lice ;  a  quicic  preveati  !>  is  thereroie 
i):tcer  ihva  a  iatc  remeciy/* 

Dr  Graham  beinc>*  on  his  flage,  in  or- 
der to  promote  ih-  Xiie  of  his  medicines, 
tolii  trie  ecu  i^ry  p  opi-  that  he  came 
tuere  for  tlie  goo  ror  the  pablic,  and 
not  for  want  ihen  1  peaking  to  his 
^ierry  Andrew,      Andrew/^  fivs  he, 

do  we  come  here  lor  ^ani  No 
^f^iirh.  Sir,"  1  >  -ndic-w^  w-e  ha^ue 
€iiou^h  of  ihal  at  home  \  bdivUSj  (co/iti- 
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mied  he,^  my  m after  has-  a  very  great 
cltate,  thav.'s  neither  here  nor  there y 

A  s:entlewoman  being  aH .^reffed  by  a 
barker  to  an  a  ^(51'on^er,     Pray  madam, 
walk  in — why  don't  you  walk  in,  ma- 
da  n  ?  whnt  are  you  afraid  of  ?"  Of 
being  buy  replied  the  lady. 

A  ecu*  ffllor  wlio  was  very  remark- 
able for  telling  long  Itories,  l:>€ing  once 
^ot  into  the  nilddie  of  a  tale,  the  per* 
f  n  to  o  n  he  was  relating  it,  expref^ 
fiug  a  defue  to  be  gone,  the  genrLman 
ot  the  loni^  robe  laid  he  would  tell  ic 
hi  n  in  hrief,  Aye/'  replied  his  ac* 
qaaiutance,  hut  the  briefs  of  counfel* 
lors  are  (ometimes  two  or  three  hours 
long" 

A  fliopke^^per  felling  f(3me  goo -s  to 
one  wh')  f<i?d,  thai  he  aiked  too  much 
for  the"m.  and  that  he  ihoui.i  not  buy 
jfo  ^lear  ol*  him  as  ot  a  mother  becaufe 
he  was  bis  friend  rephed,  Sir,  we 
n  fometbing  by  our  friends,  for 
oiir  ciiwiaies  will  never  come  tothe  ihup^j 


